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“Have you ever been... 

hit, slapped, kicked, 

punching or had a 

knife used on you, 

forced to have sex...?” 

What is intimate partner violence? 
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Systematic Reviews 

How did we estimate prevalence?

CC Image courtesy of  Laura Taylor on Flickr 



How did we estimate prevalence? 

Secondary Analysis 

http://www.who.int/gender/violence/who_multicountry_study/en/ 

http://www.springer.com/social+sciences/criminology/book/978-0-387-73203-9 
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http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/VAW_Prevelance.jpeg 
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What are the health 

impacts of violence? 
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Health Care 
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Psychological 
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Intimate Partner Violence 

SUBSTANCE USE 

Adapted from: http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/85239/1/9789241564625_eng.pdf, figure 1, page 8 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/85239/1/9789241564625_eng.pdf
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4.5x more likely to attempt suicide 

IMAGES from: http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/VAW_health_impact.jpeg 
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Why are women who experience 

violence at greater risk of HIV?   

Unprotected  
forced sex 

Perpetrator at higher  
risk of HIV  

Trauma and lacerations 
from violent forced sex 
may lead to heightened 

risk of transmission 

 

HIV & other STI 
 

Clustering of behaviours, with 
men who are violent also more 

likely to have concurrent 
sexual partners and/or engage 

in commercial sex 

In violent & controlling 
relationships, fear of 
and use of violence 
reduces women’s 

ability to negotiate sex 

Gender power  
imbalance 



38% of 

female 

homicides 

are 

perpetrated 

by a partner 



We need to strengthen the 

health sector response 

http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/9789241548595/en/index.html 

http://www.domesticviolencelondon.nhs.uk/uploads/downloads/DH_4126619.pdf 
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Prevention Options 

Commissioned by DfID 

Produced by STRIVE Research 

Consortium 

Funded by STRIVE, DfID & ESRC 

 

Available for download at: 

strive.lshtm.ac.uk 

Or 

genderviolence.lshtm.ac.uk 

http://strive.lshtm.ac.uk/resources/what-works-prevent-partner-violence-evidence-overview 
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Towards a sense of scale... 

“Running the Numbers: An American Self- Portrait”, Chris Jordan, See the video: www.chrisjordan.com/gallery/rtn/#barbie-dolls 
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IMAGE: combining microfinance & 

participatory training on gender, 

violence & HIV 

http://www.aidstar-one.com/promising_practices_database/g3ps/intervention_microfinance_aids_and_gender_equity_image_study
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National IPV data

   Country-level variation in 12 month 

prevalence of partner violence 

Unpublished, courtesy of Dr. Lori Heise 



Ecological Model of Partner Violence  

Macrosocial Community 

Male 

Partner 
Woman 

Relationship 

Conflict 

Arena IPV 



Developmental     
 Life course 

 

 

 

Developmental 
Life course 
 

Genetic 
 endowment 

Relation
-ship 

Family & Work 

Life 

Community 

          Macro-Level 

Laws, Policy 

Institutions 

Social norms 

Socioeconomic 

conditions 

     Primary Prevention of Partner Violence 

Genetic 
endowment 

  Relationship Skills 
  Improve communication 
  Build skills in conflict resolution 
  Promote joint decision-making 
  Reduce triggers  

Transform Norms 
• Promote critical reflection 
• Challenge specific norms 
through 
    staged strategies 
• Build new positive norms 
• Use theory-informed media and       
community mobilisation 

Exposure to violence in Childhood 

 Parenting education 
Training in non-violent discipline 
Child abuse prevention 
Support for children who witness  violence 
 Early intervention for conduct  problems 
 Eliminate Gender 

Disparities 
•Reform marriage & family 
law 
•Equalize women’s access to 
property and inheritance 
•Liberalize divorce  
•Eliminate Child marriage 
•Remove barriers to 
property, credit and business 
ownership  

Reduce alcohol 

availability & binge 

drinking 

 Reduce outlet density 
 Regulate promotion, 
advertising,  drinking age 
 Alternative livelihoods 
for  traditional producers 
  Services for addiction  

Empower women and Girls 

 Ensure girls complete secondary school 
 Increase women’s access to and control over      
 Create safe spaces and strengthen social support 
 Build knowledge and critical thinking skills 

 



 

See the video here 

http://strive.lshtm.ac.uk/resources/sasa-video-prevent-violence-against-women-now
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For more information: 
Click each paper for full text  
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Eg SASA!: Fostering Social Change 

• Moving through a systematic 
process (process) 

• Seeks to influence social 
norms at every level: 
individual, relationship, 
community, societal levels 
(reach) 

• Address the root cause of GBV: 
power imbalance between 
women and men (content) 

• Inspire activism among 
communities 

 

 

Thank you! 
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Find more information at: 
Gender Violence & Health Centre 

STRIVE 
Raising Voices 
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http://www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org/

